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538 Geographical Literature and Maps 

to see everywhere, but the fact remains that the English are still there and 
still strong there! The author is a skillful word painter and visited almost 
every corner of the republic. He relates the stories of innumerable immi- 
grants in many provinces, some failing to make good and many thriving. It 
is very vivid, as for instance the banquet of the 300 one-time French peasants- 
of Piguet to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of their colony at thirty- 
five francs a plate! A thousand useful pages. Mark Jefferson. 



AFRICA 

The Conquest of the Desert. By William MacDonald. xii and 197 pp. 

Ills. T. Werner Laurie, Ltd., London, 1913. 7s. 6d. 8% x 5Y 2 . 
The author tells of the progress now making in the Cape of Good Hope and 
the Transvaal in reclaiming desert lands for tillage by means of dry farming 
and irrigation. One of his sketch maps shows considerable advance of settlers- 
into the southwestern, south and southeastern parts of the Kalahari Desert due 
in part to irrigation possibilities offered by the Orange River and to dry 
farming. The author is enthusiastic over the prospects of developing even 
the most unattractive parts of the Union of South Africa by means of dry 
farming and afforestation. The Kalahari he says belongs to the dry farmer. 
The book is full of data concerning the development of the drier portions of 
the British territory. His long official association with the work he is pro- 
moting gives Mr. MacDonald unusual authority to speak on this topic. 

Pemba, the Spice Island of Zanzibar. By J. E. E. Craster. 358 pp. 
Map, ills., index. T. Fisher Unwin, London, 1913. 12s. 6d. 9x6. 

Zanzibar and the neighboring island Pemba supply seven-eighths of the 
world's crop of cloves and the Pemba crop is about three times as large as 
that of Zanzibar. It is surprising that so little has been known of the island 
that supplies most of the clove crop. Captain Craster was assigned by the 
Ordnance Survey to make a topographic survey of the island for the Zanzibar 
government. It was not an easy task, for Pemba (area, 300 sq. miles) lies 
low and is well wooded, conditions that emphasize the difficulties of a topo- 
graphic survey. 

The work began in May, 1911, and was completed in February, 1912. A 
sketch map shows the contours of the tortuous and deeply indented coast and 
the distribution of cloves, bush and mangrove. The book gives much informa- 
tion about the inhabitants, their condition and occupations. The clove crop 
varies greatly from year to year. In good seasons the clove pickers often let 
their other crops go to ruin in order that they may gather the whole of the 
more valuable clove harvest. The book contains a great deal of information 
somewhat diffusely and unsystematically presented after the manner of popu- 
lar books. But it is our best source of reference for a renowned and import- 
ant island. 

Ostafrihanische Landwirtschaft. Reiseschilderungen von C. Hanisch, 
J. Schmidt und G. von Wallenberg Pachaly. 164 pp. Map, ills. Arbeiten- 
der Deutschen Landwirtschafts-Gesell., No. 230. Berlin, 1912. 9%x6%. 
The three authors of this book describe their impressions of a visit to- 
German East Africa under the auspices of the German Agricultural Society. 
Hanisch gives a diary of the trip, v. Wallenberg Paehaly records his hunting 
adventures, and Schmidt contributes a topical review of the most important 
tropical cultures of the colony. Cotton, — mostly the Egyptian varieties, up- 
land, and Caravonica, — ris grown in increasing quantities, but its culture can- 
not be said to have passed the experimental stage because neither the climate 
nor the soils of the country are as yet well enough known to allow the drawing 
of general conclusions from individual results or failures. Rubber has so far 
proved a paying investment. It is to be seen, however, whether it will be 
able to stand the competition of the East Asiatic product, which may be ex- 



